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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR IDEAS, SUPPORT & STRATEGIES.

TESTIMONIALS
“I noticed my children’s academic progress 
had failed and realized that I hadn’t notified 
the school of my husband’s deployment. In 
my defense, during this period of time, the 
family becomes bombarded with military 
paperwork, while at the same time taking on 
tremendous responsibility. If the STARs 
Project can support military families and our 
children, I will help in any way I can.”
Parent (Mrs. Stephanie Smith)

“As a school counselor, I am well aware of the 
need for our military families to disclose their 
need for support. However, I am embarrassed 
to admit that Counselors also struggle with 
the concept of helping children from Military 
families. There is a need to develop a more 
relevant curriculum specific to this area.”
Counselor (Dr. Stephanie McHugh)

ABOUT
STARs IN SCHOOLS

More than 1.2 million
students in our schools today

have a parent who is deployed
for active duty in the 

US Military—frequently
the parent may be in a

dangerous area of the world.
When a parent is deployed,

the family makes great sacrifices,
which create significant challenges

for the children in the family.
These students present unique

needs that impact their academic,
social, and emotional well-being.

This important program of the ROA
STARs Foundation program provides 

resources for educators, school staff, and 
parents to help them better understand 

the unique needs of military children 
with deployed parents.

- Superintendent of Schools & Major General, 
Army Reserve, Ret. (Dr. William Kiefer)

“Having experienced �rsthand the 
di�culties facing our reservist families,  
I  feel that the schools are our best path 
to supporting these families socially,  
emotionally and academically.”



Visit our website for resources: STARsInSchools.org

GET INVOLVED
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Complete our online survey
(school, staff and parents)
Share stories of need/success
from your experience
Visit our website and provide
feedback regarding the
success/usefulness of content
Add to the body of research
through formal documentation
of need and potential solutions
Gain Access to instructional
resources useful in addressing broader 
staff development needs (dealing with
loss, separation, etc.)
Make personal connections for 
students—ignite interest in nonfiction 
reading through connections with 
community veterans

Receive recognition for individuals
and school participation in
meaningful service projects

THE NEED
Cindy, a successful high school student with 
grades in the top ten percent of her class, 
eagerly looked forward to graduation. Then, 
Cindy’s father, an Army Reservist, was 
deployed overseas causing Cindy to worry 
about him.

Fortunately, graduation activities kept her 
mind off her concerns. That was until her 
mother received a call from school: Cindy was 
unable to graduate due to missing too many 
days of school her senior year. Her mother 
met with school officials to explain that since 
her husband’s deployment, Cindy had serious 
difficulty sleeping and she had allowed Cindy 
to sleep in. Cindy would arrive at school after 
attendance was taken and was then marked 
absent for the entire day.

After negotiations with the school, Cindy’s 
attendance record was adjusted and she was 
allowed to graduate.

Had Cindy’s school been aware her father was 
serving overseas, they may have been in close 
communication with Cindy’s mother—possibly 
avoiding this stressful situation.

ROA STARs FOUNDATION
STARs In Schools is a program of the ROA 
STARs Foundation. STARs is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization of patriotic individuals 
and corporations who Stand Together for 
America’s Reservists! STARs Foundation 
supports the mission of ROA (dba: Reserve 
Organization of America). ROA is the only 
national organization with an exclusive focus 
on support of the nation’s seven uniformed 
reserve components.

OUR RESERVE MEMBERS
Members of the Reserve Component usually 
reside outside of a military base and work for 
civilian employers. When called to duty, 
Reservists and members of the National 
Guard put their civilian lives on hold. Reserve 
Component families usually do not have 
access to the extensive support system that 
supports military families living near a military 
base. This is where the STARs School kit 
comes in...

WHAT IS THE STARs SCHOOL KIT?
The STARs School Kit has two purposes:

1.  Create an easy way for parents to formally 
notify their children’s schools that a family 
member is about to be deployed.

2. Help educators support Reserve families 
during deployment.

STARS IN SCHOOLS


